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Take #1: Cocaine use is down (overdoses 

up due to opioids) 



Take #2: Massive increase in cultivation 

and use



Which is it? First, some ground rules

• Referring to “use” conflates two important but 

different concepts

– Prevalence: the number of  people who report having used any 

at all over the past year or month

– Consumption: the number of  metric tons consumed

• No single indicator perfectly captures drug prevalence 

and consumption

– All are useful; all are imperfect
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• U.S. cocaine consumption dropped 50% (ONDCP, 2014)

– Echoed by supply-side indicators

• Many plausible explanations/contributing factors (Kilmer, 2016)

– supply reduction policies 

– shifts in production and U.S. demand away from cocaine

– broader economic trends

• Chronic polydrug use across cocaine, heroin, and meth was 
uncommon in the U.S. 

– Total chronic users ≈ chronic cocaine users + chronic heroin users + 
chronic meth users (Caulkins, Everingham, Kilmer, & Midgette, 2013)
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2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Light $4.6 $4.1 $3.6 $3.3 $3.0

Weekly $8.0 $7.5 $6.8 $6.5 $6.2

More than weekly $8.1 $7.4 $6.6 $6.2 $5.7

Daily/Near-Daily $21.9 $19.5 $16.7 $15.1 $13.4

Pure Quantity Consumed (MT) 322 282 200 161 145
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The story is cloudier post-2010

• Multi-year lag in availability of  many key indicators

• Our best sources of  data on cocaine (and heroin) use 

were eliminated

– Arrestee Drug Abuse Monitor was cut in 2013

– Drug Abuse Warning Network data discontinued in 2011



Trends in Cocaine Indicators
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What do we know?

• The spike in cocaine use initiation is troubling (e.g., 

Wagner and Anthony, 2002)

• Something about the use of  cocaine and opioids, or the 

purity of  cocaine w.r.t. opioids has made use more 

dangerous (McCall Jones, Baldwin and Compton, 2017)



Uncertainty ≠ InacCon

• Now is the time to prepare systems to alert, prevent, 

and treat against increased heavy cocaine use


